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Dear Parents & Friends, 
 

NAPLAN and Your Spiritual Health! 

This week our Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students are sitting the NAPLAN 
tests which are conducted annually around Australia to look at 
student achievement in the key learning areas of spelling, grammar, 
writing , reading and mathematics. It is because these are conducted 
every 2 years in a students primary and secondary schooling that we 
can determine the rate of student progress in these key areas. 
 
What are some of the findings of NAPLAN from over the last 10 years 
as this year marks the 10th year that the NAPLAN tests have been 
running? 
 

i. NSW, Victoria and the ACT continue to outperform the other states 
in overall Naplan performance  
 

ii. There have been statistically significant improvements at the national 
level in: spelling (years 3 and 5); reading (years 3 and 5); numeracy (year 5); and grammar and punctuation 
(year 3); between 2008 and 2017.  
 

iii. Despite high mean achievement overall, there has been a plateauing of results in New South Wales, 
Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory;  
 

iv Year 7 writing is the only area to show a statistically significant decline in achievement at the national level. 
(2011 - 2017) 
 

v all this is of concern given that one of the main justifications for introducing NAPLAN (and committing major 
investments and resources to it) was to improve student achievement in literacy and numeracy. (Source: 
https://theconversation.com/naplan-is-ten-years-old-so-how-is-the-nation-faring-81565); 
 

We know that individual student performance on the day can be affected by many factors including student 
health on the day, changing levels of stress a student perceives and sometimes declining motivation in high 
school to name a few. 
On a positive note teachers can and do, use the reporting functions on Naplan to analyse a classes 
performance in each of the key learning areas and determine the strengths and areas of weakness for their 
cohort of students. This can then be used to target areas for improvement.  
From a spiritual perspective how do we determine how we are progressing? What can we do to evaluate 
where we stand. We know that “God so loved the world that He gave his only son, so that whoever believes 
in Him might not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16, so our eternal salvation is assured, but are we 
becoming more Christlike or drifting away from Him through allowing the world to 
press us into its mould. Are we daily surrendering our lives to Jesus and allowing 
God’s Holy Spirit to work in our lives so that the fruits of His spirit are becoming more 
and more evident in us. (See Galations 5:22 for a list of a person’s characteristics that 
will change when God’s Spirit is allowed to change us.)  
We can use these criteria in Galations 5:22 and ask ourselves “Is this fruit of God’s 
Spirit increasing or decreasing in our lives as we go through life?” 
 

Wayne Barker 
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Time Age Group Distance  

1:00pm 5/6 year-olds boys & girls 500m 

 7/8 year-old boys & girls 1000m 

1:10pm 9/10 year-old boys & girls 2000m 

1:25pm Secondary boys (U21/U16/U15/U14) 4000m 

1:40pm 11/12/13 year-old boys 3000m 

1:45pm 11/12/13 year-old girls 3000m 

2:15pm Secondary girls (U21/U16/U15/U14) 3000m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 

On Friday, 18th May all students will be 
participating in our first House Cross Country 
event. Students are required to wear their 
sports uniform shorts and house coloured  
t-shirt / jumper. Normal classes will run in the 
morning with the Cross Country beginning at 
1pm. Students will run various routes and 
distances around the levy. Parents and 
friends are most welcome to come along and 
encourage the students. 
 

Please note the canteen will only be open 
before school and at recess. Students are 
required to bring a packed lunch. Across to 
the right is the schedule for the day. 
 
 

PREP TASTE & SEE HOUR 
On Thursday, 17th May the College will host our annual Prep Taste & See Hour. The hour will begin at 9:30am 
and conclude at 10:30am and is designed to give pre-schoolers and their parents a ‘taste’ of prep at Kerang 
Christian College. 
 

YEAR 7 INFORMATION EVENING 
A Year 7 Information Evening will be held on Thursday, 24th May at 7pm. The evening is designed to introduce 
students and their families to the experience of Secondary education at Kerang Christian College. 
 

OPEN DAY 
On Thursday, 24th May the College will host its annual Open Day. Prospective families are invited to come 
along for a tour from 2pm – 3pm to get a feel for how the College would suit their family and children. Other 
times for tours are available by appointment. 
 

AVSERVE FLIGHT SIMULATOR – 15 MINUTE FLIGHT SIMULATOR PROGRAM 
On Monday, 21st May the AvServe Flight Simulator will be visiting the college. Open to Secondary students to 
experience a take-off and a landing. The cost to students is $20.00. Limited places are available. 
 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME – WEDNESDAY 23rd MAY 
Will be held at Kerang Christian College. Please see attached Gannawarra Shire Media Release. 
 
 
 
 

TRANSITION BOOKLET LAUNCH 

Students from Prep and Year 7 helped the Gannawarra Shire 
Launch the Transition Booklet for 2019. 
 
The booklet contains education services information for 
schools within the Gannawarra Shire including Prep and 
Year 7 enrolment, open day and transition dates. 
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WCSSN NETBALL 

On Wednesday 2nd May, five secondary netball teams made the trip to Bendigo to compete in the WCSSA 
Netball Competition. Each team fought hard throughout the day and should be proud of their efforts. 
Congratulations to our year 7/8 Boys and year 7/8 Girls team on winning their grand final. We would like to 
thank Pennie Gill and Dee Somerville for their incredible support during the day! 
 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
The Mother’s Day stall raised $367.25 for our student well-being programs. 
A special thank you to all who contributed gifts and helped with this event, especially Bunnings Swan Hill for 
their generous donation of goods. The students certainly had fun choosing gifts for their mums. 
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Name: Mrs Jo Featonby 
 

What is your role at School? 
I teach the wonderful  
students in Year 3 / 4. 
 

What is your favourite food? 
For most of my life my  
favourite food was spaghetti.  
Over the last couple of years  
Thai cuisine has become my new favourite.  
Although, I prefer it not to be spicy! 
 

What is your favourite colour? 
Purple. 
 

What football / sport team do you go for? 
The best team of course, Essendon! 
 

What is your favourite holiday destination? 
Anywhere that has a different culture to ours. I love 
exploring new places and seeing how other people 
live. I have travelled to 6 Asian countries so far and 
would love to travel to Vietnam next. 
 

What is your favourite TV show / movie? 
I have way too many favourites to list them all. I love 
chick flicks. The Notebook is one of my favourites, as 
well as any Jane Austen film. 
 

What family do you have? 
I am blessed with 2 wonderful parents (Rob & Sharon), 
2 sisters (Emma & Kate), a bother-in-law (Pete), a 
nephew (Joey) and my husband (Mr. Featonby) 
 

Do you have any pets? What are their names? 
I have a 9 month old puppy called cooper. He is a 
cross-breed of Labrador, Staffy, Kelpie and Coolie. 
 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
I love to read books or watch movies, exploring the 
outdoors, spending time with my family and friends 
and lots more. Most of all, I love finding a lovely café 
to sit, relax and enjoy a coffee. 
 

Is there anything else you might like to tell us? 
Mr Featonby and I are so thankful to be here in 
Kerang. We have moved from Gippsland and although 
it’s very different (much hotter, flatter & drier), we 
have felt so warmly welcomed by staff, students and 
parents. We are very blessed to be here! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW TEACHER PROFILE SCHOOL CALENDAR AND REMINDERS 

 

 

May 
Thur 17th 2019 Prep Taste & See 
Fri 18th House Cross Country 
Mon 21st AvServe Flight Simulator 
Wed 23rd National Simultaneous Storytime 
Thur 24th Open Day 
Thur 24th 2019 Yr 7 Information Evening 
Mon 28th Primary Assessment Week 
 

June 
Mon 4th Yr 7 – 11 Exams 
Tues 5th Yr 8 Camp 
Fri 8th  Report Writing Day (Pupil Free Day) 
Mon 11th Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Wed 13th Unit 3/4 GAT 
Mon 18th VCE Unit 2 & 4 Begin 
Mon 25th Yr 10 Work Experience Week 
Tues 26th Reports sent home 
Fri 29th Crazy Hair Day 
 

 

PRAYER POINTS 
 Praise God that we are fearfully and wonderfully 

made. 

 Pray for more rain. 

 Pray for a safe and fun House Cross Country. 

 Pray for the Year 7 Information Evening. 

 Pray for the Prep Taste & See Hour. 

 Pray for staff and students as they work together 
in Term 2. 

 

NEW STAFF PROFILE 

Via Care Monkey: 

 Speech Night – Yr 5/6                         7/5 

 House Cross Country           7/5 

 Kryal Castle – Yr 8           9/5 

 Mallee Div Cross Country – Selected Students    9/5 

 Viewing of Gallipoli Film – Yr 9       10/5 
 

Via Handout: 

 AvServe Flight Simulator 

 NAPLAN Information 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

COMMUNICATION 

Unmasked to Shine – Kerang Baptist Church 
Ladies Day 
On Saturday, June 16th 2018 the Kerang Baptist 
Church are hosting a Ladies Day. Two guest speakers 
will be attending; Nichole De Vencentis and Dr Julie 
Rowse. For further details please see the attached 
flyer. 
 


